One day when my granddaughter was visiting she told me about how her family recycles.  Since the trash truck does not pick up recyclable items, they take them to a recycling station.

Being old and a heart patient I occasionally have to go to St. Luke’s Heart Institute.  While on one of my trips I happened to talk to three employees from the maintenance department and we discussed vacuums.  They told me unless a machine was certified “green” they could not use it.  These types of corporations are interested in giving back to the planet to help save it for future generations and will tend to stay green, if possible.

Most hoteliers expect an increase in pricing if the products are “green” but things like price, location and your normal work routine usually wins over making changes to green since green has not come into its true form yet.  It is just like the internet in the sense that it is really moving now compared to five years ago when it was only about 50% of what it is today.  It has been shown that becoming green, at the right place and time, will encourage clientele to stay at that hotel rather than somewhere else and book future stays.

At HMEA what we have found is that “new” hotel construction is making the green move.  In fact we did a story on the Proximity Hotel, Greensboro NC, that was built completely green and was the first certified LEED( Platinum Hotel in the USA. 

Although many of our engineers have incorporated green in their purchases as they remodel, improve, replace or remodel, to have your property go green at this present time may not be acceptable because of the current economic conditions and extra expense involved compared to your current income even though hotels/motels are showing an increase in occupancy rates and ROI. 

I spoke with Bill Seavey at PowerFromSun.com and his suggestion on making the switch to solar power is to start and finish one room or area at a time until your entire home is complete.  This same method also applies to your entire property.  Choose one item to change and focus on it until all areas have been finished, then move on to another project.

Being an ‘ole’ boy from the country I have found if you need to move a pile of wood, you can either move it one stick at a time or by the armload.  Either way the task will eventually be completed as long as you keep at it.

There are so many more improvements you can perform, i.e. heat exchangers, hot water, window film, high SER air conditioning, etc.  Again, a lot of these improvements can become green as you replace and upgrade.  

Pollution to our environment has been happening and will progress as time continues.

The Bible, God’s undisputable word, talks about pollution in Ezekiel 47, “the cleansing of fish and other animals by the water that flows from the throne of God.”

Help to save our environment and be a ‘Make It Happen People’.

